We present a detailed study of the evolution of massive stars of masses 15, 20, 25 and 30 M ⊙ assuming solar-like initial chemical composition. The stellar sequences were evolved through the advanced burning phases up to the end of core oxygen burning. We present a careful analysis of the physical characteristics of the stellar models. In particular, we investigate the effect of the still unsettled reaction 12 C(α,γ) 16 O on the advanced evolution by using recent compilations of this rate. We find that this rate has a significant impact on the evolution not only during the core helium burning phase, but also during the late burning phases, especially the shell carbon-burning. We have also considered the effect of different treatment of convective instability based on the Ledoux criterion in regions of varying molecular weight gradient during the hydrogen and helium burning phases. We compare our results with other investigations whenever available. Finally, our present study constitutes the basis of analyzing the nucleosynthesis processes in massive stars. In particular we will present a detail analysis of the s-process in a forthcoming paper.
INTRODUCTION
Study of the evolution of massive stars through the advanced burning phases up to the collapse of the iron core is an active and complex field of research in stellar astrophysics. However, this does not mean that the early hydrogen and helium burning phases are less important. Modeling stars is an initial value problem, and as we shall see in this paper, these early phases determine in a crucial way the initial conditions for the following burning phases, and the resulting stellar nucleosynthesis. Therefore, despite several recent works dealing with the late evolution of massive stars (e.g. Chieffi et al. 1998; Limongi et al. 2000; Woosley et al. 2002; Imbriani et al. 2001 ) an up-to-date, systematic study that also emphasizes the effect of the early stellar phases on the later ones seems useful as well as a discussion of uncertainties in key assumptions in the models.
The main emphasis of this paper, then, is an exploration of the physical conditions during the later burning phases of massive stars, how they are set by earlier burning stages, and how they are affected by uncertainties that remain in the input to the models. A proper understanding of these issues is important not only for clarifying the evolution of massive stars but also for an accurate accounting of the stellar nucleosynthesis.
In this work, we present a systematic discussion of the evolution of massive stars through the H, He, C, Ne, and O burning phases. We have made some effort to study the influence of uncertain physical assumptions on the evolution. In §2, we give a brief description of the stellar evolution code we have used in the present calculations. Section 3 and its subsections contain a detailed discussion of the characteristics of the burning phases mentioned above. In §4, we compare our results with those of other works. Section 5 contains our conclusions.
STELLAR EVOLUTION CODE
The stellar evolution code used in this work is generally described in The et al. (2000) . As in our previous work, the nuclear reaction network in the code contains 632 nuclear species, which allows us to follow most stellar nucleosynthesis processes, including the sprocess nucleosynthesis, in detail. For the present version of the code, we have updated the nuclear data. We now use nuclear masses from compilation of Audi & Wapstra (1995) and thermonuclear reaction rates from the compilation of the "NACRE" European collaboration (Angulo et al. 1999) , and the "Non-Smoker" compilation of Rauscher & Thielemann (2000) .
In various stellar sequences described in §3, we have used different reaction rates for the reaction 12 C(α, γ) 16 O, which is still unsettled. The latest compilation is due to Kunz et al. (2002) . As stated in that work, the cross section of this reaction is extremely small (10 −17 barn) at the energies relevant to core helium burning; therefore, one has to rely on measurements at higher energies to obtain the S-factor at the relevant stellar energies by extrapolation. Kunz et al. (2002) . seem to have succeeded in reducing the uncertainties in the evaluation of the cross section at stellar temperatures. Fig. 1 shows clearly a different temperature dependence of the rate obtained by Kunz et al. (2002) compared to other compilations. Normalized to the rate of Caughlan & Fowler (1988) (hereafter CF88), we see that we are dealing with a different rate in the range of helium burning (1.3-3.7×10
8 K) and of carbon burning in the vicinity of T 9 = 1. The implication of this new rate will be discussed in §3 and 4.
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BURNING PHASES
We present evolutionary sequences for stars of masses 15, 20, 25, and 30 M ⊙ having solarlike initial chemical composition (Anders & Grevesse 1989) . All the evolutionary sequences have been evolved up to the end of central oxygen burning. Most models included mass loss by stellar wind according to the semiempirical relation by de Jager et al. (1988) and used the Schwarzschild criterion for convection throughout the star. In order to study the effects of mass loss, the treatment of convective mixing in chemically inhomogeneous layers, and the uncertainty in the 12 C(α,γ) 16 O reaction rate, we calculated several evolutionary sequences with different input physics as summarized in Table 1 . The only sequence calculated without mass loss is for the 25 M ⊙ star (referred to as 25NM) in Table 1 . The case 25N is the same as 25NM, but mass loss is included here. The case 25L is identical to 25N except that the Ledoux criterion for convection was adopted in the region of the H-burning shell (see §3.1 for details). In the sequence 25K, the rate for the reaction 12 C(α,γ) 16 O was used according to Kunz et al. (2002) , instead of the NACRE rate used in 25N. Figs. 4-10 show the change of the internal structure of the stellar models at a given time for all sequences listed in Table 1 . In these figures we have labeled all convective zones according to their physical origin, whether due to nuclear burning in a core or in shell region, or in a star's envelope, or in an intermediate convection zone (referred to as ICZ) formed in the outer stellar layers above the receding convective core during core H-burning. We will use these figures to describe the global characteristics of successive burning phases as they occur in our evolutionary models. Note that the ICZ in Figs. 4-10 contain the semiconvective and convective regions that move in time due to the gradient in hydrogen mass fraction and opacities. In our calculations we do not include semiconvective mixing but apply the Ledoux criterion in order to avoid introducing another parameter in our calculations which is so far needed for describing semiconvective mixing.
Hydrogen and Helium Burning Phases
It is well known that significant changes of the evolutionary tracks occur during the hydrogen and helium burning phases of massive stars; therefore, we show in Fig. 2a the evolutionary tracks in the HR-diagram for the stars under consideration. In all models, we adopt the Schwarzchild criterion for convection to determine the convective regions in a stellar model at a given time, except case 25L described below. The evolutionary tracks in Fig. 2a evolve nearly at constant luminosity after the main sequence phase until they finally reach the red giant branch (RGB). However, this evolution at constant luminosity and, more importantly, the timing to reach the RGB depend crucially on mass loss and on how convective mixing is treated in the stellar layers of variable molecular weight gradient (or simply µ-gradient) left behind the shrinking hydrogen convective core during the main sequence evolution.
To understand these issues, we may compare different evolutionary sequences as shown in Figs. 2b and 3. Fig. 2b shows the evolutionary tracks when mass loss is neglected as in our case 25NM, or when the convection treatment is different as in case 25L. These cases are discussed below. Fig. 3 shows the effective temperature T ef f as a function of the central helium mass fraction X( 4 He) and demonstrates clearly how the evolution of the star to the RGB is influenced by mass loss. In the case of no mass loss, the star remains in the blue region of the HR diagram during most of its core He-burning. If mass loss is included, then the more massive the star, the stronger is the mass loss and the earlier is the transition to the RGB. In other words, this transition occurs at higher central helium mass fraction X( 4 He) (see Fig. 3) To explain the behavior of the evolutionary tracks further, we compare in detail the evolution of the 25 M ⊙ star with and without mass loss. As Fig. 2b shows, the sequence 25NM (without mass loss) has higher luminosity during core hydrogen burning. This is simply a consequence of the higher mass in this case. During core helium burning, however, the explanation is more complicated since now two energy sources are available in the star that contribute to the luminosity: a central source and shell source. Why is the luminosity of the sequence with mass loss lower?. We answer this question with the help of Figs. 6 and 9 showing the change of internal structure in the course of evolution for the sequences 25N and 25NM, respectively. In the early evolution through the hydrogen and helium burning phases, these figures show a remarkably different behavior of the convective zones that forms above the hydrogen-burning shell. In the sequence 25NM, this convective zone is more extended in mass and lasts throughout the whole core helium burning phase. In contrast, in sequence 25N, calculated with mass loss, the convective zone is narrower in mass and disappears before helium exhaustion in the core (at X( 4 He) ≃ 0.1). The implication of this is that the H-burning shell in case 25NM is stronger because it is supplied by more fuel.
The stronger H-burning shell has several consequences on the ensuing evolution:
1. It leads to a higher luminosity of the star during core helium burning (see the tracks for the 25 M ⊙ star in Fig. 2b .
2. It delays the evolution to the RGB. The star remains as a blue supergiant during most of its core helium burning phase (case 25NM in Fig. 3 ).
3. It prolongs the duration of the core helium burning owing to the slightly lower central temperature in the case without mass loss (see Table 3 ).
4. It leads to a larger mass of the hydrogen exhausted core (or simply helium core) M α = 7.62 M ⊙ in case 25NM compared to M α = 7.51 M ⊙ in case 25N (see Table 3 ).
We point out that all these features have been recognized by several authors (see Chiosi & Maeder (1986) , for a review). We refresh this issue, because it is relevant to our present discussion.
A more pronounced change of the structure of the convective zone formed above the H-burning shell is found when the effect of the mean molecular weight (or simply µ-gradient) is taken into account to determine the extent of this convective zone. It is well known (for a basic discussion see Kippenhahn & Weigert 1990, §6) that the µ-gradient acts to inhibit convection. In this case, convection is no longer a dynamical instability, rather one deals with semiconvection, which is a consequence of thermal instability. The criterion for convection that should be applied in this case is the "Ledoux criterion":
where the ∇'s are logarithmic gradients and the quantities ϕ and δ are derivatives obtained from the equation of state (see Kippenhahn & Weigert 1990 ). The second term ∇ µ is always positive and consequently inhibits convection. We will describe in the following the results we have obtained for an evolutionary sequence of the 25 M ⊙ star (labeled 25L in Table  1 ), where we have applied the Ledoux criterion only in the region of varying µ-gradient, in which the H-burning shell is is effective. Elsewhere in the stellar model, we have used the Schwarzschild criterion for convection. We emphasize that our treatment maximizes the choking effect of the µ-gradient on convection.
As mentioned above, layers of varying µ-gradient are semiconvective. There is no general theory that describes the efficiency of this process. When semiconvection is treated as a diffusion process (e.g., Langer et al. 1983 Langer et al. , 1985 El Eid 1995; Woosley et al. 2002 for a recent discussion), then a parameterization of the diffusion coefficient for semiconvection is used. For our present investigation, we avoided using this kind of parameterization by including the whole effect of the µ-gradient. We adopt the Ledoux criterion in regions of varying µ-gradient in case 25L and otherwise use the Schwarzschild criterion. A similar approach has been done by Stothers & Chin (1992) .
In the following, we summarize the different features in the evolution of the sequence 25L as compared to the case 25K during core helium burning. The choking effect of the µ-gradient on convection inhibits the formation of a convection zone above the H-burning shell (compare Figs. 8 and 6 ). There are two key consequences of this. First the H-shell source is weaker in 25L than in 25K, which explains the immediate evolution to the RGB as seen in Fig. 2b . Secondly, owing to the weaker H-burning shell, the mass of the convective core during core helium burning becomes larger in order to supply the luminosity of the star. In 25K, the maximum convective helium core mass is 5.32 M ⊙ while in the case of 25L it is 6.16 M ⊙ . Therefore the H-shell is located farther out in mass in 25L. The helium core mass is M α = 7.54 M ⊙ for 25K, but 8.33 M ⊙ for 25L.
In addition to the above effects, there are two other consequences of the weaker Hshell. First, the larger mass of the convective core leads to a shorter duration of core helium burning due to the higher central temperature: 6.88×10
5 yrs for 25L compared to 7.49×10 5 yrs for 25K. Second, in the case of a weaker H-shell, the He-shell burning occurs in a region M r = 6.184 -8.108 M ⊙ , while in case 25K this region comprises M r = 5.393 -7.290 M ⊙ . In other words, when the Ledoux criterion is used in the H-shell region, the He-burning shell migrates farther out by about 0.8 M ⊙ compared to the case with Schwarzschild criterion everywhere in the stellar model.
It is interesting to note that our sequence 25L has many similarities with the sequence of the 25 M ⊙ star calculated by Woosley et al. (2002) (hereafter WHW) . We obtain close agreement with these authors concerning the depth of the outer convective envelope and the He-burning shell. We achieve good agreement concerning the higher total mass lost from this star, because in both calculations the stellar sequences evolve directly to the RGB, after the main sequence phase, where mass loss increases significantly. Finally, we also find agreement for the mass of the helium core (see Table 6 for more details). Summing up this discussion, then, the treatment of convective mixing in the region of varying µ-gradient where the H-burning shell is active affects many physical quantities relevant to the evolution past core helium burning.
In connection with the early evolution phases, we may also comment on the effects of mass loss and envelope convection on the surface abundances, which are modified when the stellar sequences reach the RGB and develop convective envelopes, such that the processed material is mixed to the surface (the well-known "first dredge up"). Table 2 shows the surface abundances as they result after the first dredge up for the stars under consideration. The ratio of 12 C/ 13 C decreases with increasing stellar mass (15, 20, 25N, and 30) owing to the larger production of 13 C by the CNO cycle in more massive stars. When mass loss is neglected as in case 25NM, this ratio becomes larger.
The ratio
14 N/ 15 N increases strongly with the stellar mass mainly due to the destruction of 15 N by the (p,α) reaction in the CNO cycle. At constant mass, 15 N is strongly reduced because convective mixing extends over a larger mass of the envelope. Eventually, the ratio 14 N/ 15 N may be used as indicator of mass loss.
The ratio 16 O/ 18 O is an increasing function of the stellar mass. Its behavior is similar to 14 N/ 15 N, although its variation is not so strong.
In contrast to the behavior discussed above, the ratio 16 O/ 17 O does not have a monotonic dependence on the stellar mass. This is because the production and destruction of 17 O is rather sensitive to temperature variations influencing the reaction 17 O(p,α) 14 N in particular. The effect of mass loss leads to a slight decrease of this ratio. The enrichment of sodium compared to solar ([Na/Fe] in Table 2 ) is an increasing function of the stellar mass owing to the more efficient Ne-Mg cycle in more massive stars.
It may be also interesting to compare the surface isotopic ratios of the the sequence 25L with those of 25N. As shown in Table 2 , a significant difference is found for the ratios 14 N/ 15 N, 16 O/ 18 O and [Na/Fe]. The isotopic ratios of the sequence 25N represent the products of shell hydrogen-burning which was operating at higher temperatures (by a factor of about two at the bottom of the shell) than in case 25L. This is clearly seen by the higher enrichment of Na, and the high destruction of 15 N and 18 O. These products are mixed to the surface from deeper stellar layers in case of 25N, where the convective envelope penetrates down to 7.6 M ⊙ compared to 8.7 M ⊙ in case 25L. We observe that the surface isotopic ratio in massive stars may depend on how convection is treated in the layer where shell hydrogen burning proceeds. Table 3 presents a few more details about the stellar sequences listed in Table 1 . As may be seen, the final masses of the helium cores, M α of the stars under consideration are 3.85 M ⊙ for the 15 M ⊙ , 5.70 M ⊙ for the 20 M ⊙ , 7.53 M ⊙ for the 25 M ⊙ with mass loss, and 9.54 M ⊙ for the 30 M ⊙ . As Table 3 , indicates, M α ceases to change at the end of core carbon burning. Our values above are in close agreement with the results by Nomoto & Hashimoto (1988) and Arnett (1996) . However, we think that our results are more accurate because those authors followed the evolution of helium cores only, that is without including the H-burning shell in their calculations. We make another comparison with other authors in Table 6 (see §4).
We conclude this section by discussing a very important physical quantity determined at the end of of core He-burning, namely, the central mass fraction of carbon , X( 12 C). Table  4 shows that using the Kunz et al. (2002) reaction rate for 12 C(α,γ) 16 O leaves a larger X( 12 C) than using the NACRE rate. As Fig. 1 shows, the Kunz et al. (2002) rate is lower than the NACRE rate for T 9 < 0.4, which explains why the former rate allows for less destruction of 12 C during the late stages of core helium burning. Interestingly, among the 25 M ⊙ models, the lowest value of X( 12 C)-0.193-is obtained for the 25NM. This is due to the higher central temperature encountered in this case which leads to more efficient destruction of 12 C. The central X( 12 C) strongly affects the subsequent evolution of the star (Woosley et al. 1993; Imbriani et al. 2001 ).
Carbon Burning Phase
In this section, we present some details about core and shell carbon burning. The evolution of the centers of the stars of masses 15 to 30 M ⊙ in a T C − ρ C diagram is shown in Fig. 11 where the ignition temperatures of the calculated burning phases are indicated by the dashed lines (see entry 5 in Table 3 ). Core carbon burning occurs in the temperature range (0.32 -1.2)×10 9 K where the lowest value belongs to the 15 M ⊙ star while the highest value belongs to the 30 M ⊙ star.
Core carbon burning in the 15 M ⊙ star occurs in a convective core whose mass reaches a maximum value of 0.55 M ⊙ . The duration of core carbon burning is 6760 yrs. When the carbon is exhausted in the core, shell-carbon burning mediates the evolution toward neon burning; in contrast to the helium-burning shell that has its location in mass radius fixed at all times (see , carbon burning in a shell exhibits complicated behavior. In the 15 M ⊙ model, two episodes of convective shell C-burning occurs before Ne-ignition where the shell advances in mass (see Fig. 4 ).
Core carbon burning in the 20 M ⊙ star occurs in a convective core whose mass reaches a maximum of 0.49 M ⊙ . The duration of this phase is 3300 yrs. The shell C-burning proceeds here also in two convective episodes. We note that during the second episode, a broader convective zone is formed than in the 15 M ⊙ model (see Fig. 5 ).
In the 25 M ⊙ model (case 25N), core carbon burning occurs in a convective core whose mass reaches a maximum of 0.35 M ⊙ . In this case, there are three subsequent carbon shells. The last of these has a range of (2.26 -4.54) M ⊙ and persists to the end of the calculation. How the shell C-burning proceeds depend crucially on the carbon profile created in the star after core C-burning. Fig. 12a and 12b show clear difference in such profile.
It is interesting to compare the effect of different rates for the reaction 12 C(α,γ) 16 O on carbon burning in the 25 M ⊙ models. Comparison of Figs. 6 and 7 shows the structural evolution of the stellar sequences 25N and 25K as obtained from the Schwarzschild criterion for convection and the different rates of 12 C(α,γ) 16 O as in Table 1 . As we saw previously in Table 4 , X( 12 C)=0.236 is left at the end of core helium burning when the rate of 12 C(α,γ) 16 O according to NACRE is used, but X( 12 C) = 0.280 according to Kunz et al. (2002) . The larger X( 12 C) at the end of core helium burning allows 25K to develop a convective core with a maximum mass of 0.47 M ⊙ in contrast to 0.36 M ⊙ for 25N.
It seems that the higher the value of 12 C, the larger is the mass of the convective core during core C-burning. This is due to the well-known interplay between the energy generation rate and neutrino loss rate (Arnett 1972; Woosley & Weaver 1986; Chieffi et al. 1998; Limongi et al. 2000) . A convective core forms only when the effective energy generation rate (nuclear minus neutrino) is positive. The difference in the mass of the convective core has a consequence on the duration of core C-burning: it lasts 3500 yrs in case 25K, but 1600 yrs in case 25N.
It is also interesting to compare 25N to our sequence without mass loss designated as 25NM in Table 1 and Fig. 9 . At the end of core He-burning, X( 12 C) = 0.193. The low value of X( 12 C) leads to a maximum mass of 0.23 for the convective core during core C-burning in 25NM, but a duration for this phase of 1860 yrs, longer than in 25N. While the mass of the convective core during core C-burning is correlated to X( 12 C) at the beginning of this burning phase, the lifetime of this phase has no simple relation to X( 12 C), because it depends also sensitively on how the center of the stars evolve in a T C -ρ C plane. Fig. 13a shows this kind of evolution is rather complicated, which affects the nuclear energy generation rates and the neutrino loss rates leading to the variation of the lifetime found above.
From Fig. 10 and Table 3 , we see that the 30 M ⊙ model has a maximum carbonconvective core mass of 0.39 M ⊙ . This mass is somewhat larger than that in 25N, even though the mass fraction of 12 C is larger in 25N than the 30 M ⊙ model, an exception to the general rule that more carbon gives a larger convective carbon core. On the other hand, we note that at the time of core carbon burning, the 30 M ⊙ star has in fact a lower mass than that of 25N. This and the complicated interplay between energy generation and neutrino energy loss obscure a direct relation between the convective core mass and X( 12 C).
We now focus in more detail on shell C-burning, and consider in particular the 25 M ⊙ sequences. As seen in Figs. 6 and 7, the shell C-burning starts in a first phase near the edge of the former convective core with a convective zone formed above the shell. A second convective phase of this shell burning comprises more mass in the sequence 25K than in 25N. How C-shell burning proceeds depends crucially on the carbon profile left in the star after core C-burning. Fig. 12a and 12b help to illustrate this point. They show the composition profile of major elements at the end of core Ne burning. The profile of carbon at this stage is clearly different. In the sequence 25K, the second convective phase of C-shell burning comprises more mass compared to that of the sequence 25N. Consequently, C-shell burning in 25K is stronger and leads to a significantly reduced carbon abundance in the mass range 1.5 -4.0 M ⊙ (see Fig. 12a as compared to Fig. 12b . Clearly, the rate of 12 C(α,γ) 16 O has a significant effect on the properties of the shell C-burning.
To complete the discussion, we point out that a convective core of 0.55 M ⊙ is formed (see Fig. 12b ) in the 15 M ⊙ sequence during core C-burning and that shell C-burning proceeds in two convective episodes prior to Ne ignition. By contrast, in the 30 M ⊙ sequence, the mass of the convective core is 0.39 M ⊙ (see Fig. 10 ) and C-shell burning constitutes only one single convective episode.
When the core C-burning ends and the stars contract toward core Ne-ignition, a third convective C-shell episode starts in all our cases except in the 30 M ⊙ sequence. This third convective C-shell lasts all the time as far as we have carried out calculations beyond core O-burning. Indeed this last phase of C-shell burning seems to survive till core collapse as it is seen in the calculations carried to the collapse phase (Chieffi et al. 1998; Limongi et al. 2000; Woosley et al. 2002) .
Neon Burning Phase
For the stars under consideration, core Ne-burning occurs in the temperature range (1.2 -1.9)×10 9 K (see entry 7 in Table 3 ). A characteristic of this burning phase is that a convective core is always formed in the mass range of 0.6 -0.75 M ⊙ , but it exists only during a short time interval during which the effective energy generation rate (nuclear -neutrino) is positive; thus, core Ne-burning is partially radiative and of short duration (3.13 yrs for the 15 M ⊙ , 1.21 yrs for the 20 M ⊙ , 0.33 yrs for the 30 M ⊙ ).
The effect of the rate for the reaction 12 C(α,γ) 16 O is also encountered during this phase. Comparing the sequences 25K and 25N, we find that the convective core attains a maximum mass of 0.61 M ⊙ for 25N, but 0.75 M ⊙ for 25K. The lifetime of core Ne-burning is rather different: 0.294 yrs for 25N, but 3.28 yrs for 25K.
The shorter lifetime of the sequence 25N is not only a consequence of the relatively smaller mass of its convective core, but it can also be traced back to the effect of 12 C(α,γ) 16 O. Sequence 25K achieves a larger central mass fraction of Ne at the end of core carbon burning (0.384, see Table 4 ). As Figs. 13a and 13b show, this larger Ne mass fraction allows the sequence 25K to evolve at relatively lower central temperatures but higher densities during core Ne-burning than the sequence 25N. It also results in a pronounced expansion phase during core Ne burning, as seen in Fig. 13a , The longer lifetime of core Ne-burning in 25K than in 25N is thus due to fact that 25K has more Ne to burn and does so at relatively lower temperatures.
In the 25 M ⊙ models, the third convective phase of C-shell burning occurs during core Ne-burning. A significant difference exists in this phase between 25K and 25N. In 25K, the convective zone above the C-shell is quite narrow in mass. This is due to the fact that the mass fraction of 12 C is relatively high throughout the helium exhausted core; therefore, when carbon burning occurs during the second convective phase of the C-shell, the burning is vigorous, which gives an extended second carbon convective shell and largely depletes the 12 C. This makes less carbon available for the third convective carbon shell, which, consequently weaker and narrower. It is interesting to see that the effect of the rate for 12 C(α,γ) 16 O propagates so effectively into the advanced burning phases of massive stars.
Oxygen Burning Phase
For our stars, core oxygen burning (or O-burning) starts in the temperature range of (1.5 -2.6)×10
9 K (see entry 9 in Table 3 ). One common characteristic of our stars when they evolve to this stage is that they develop convective cores of mass in the range of (0.77 -1.20) M ⊙ as can be seen in Table 3 . These relatively high masses result from the fact that all our sequences have high central mass fractions of 16 O after completing core Ne burning. Consequently the effective energy generation rate (nuclear -neutrino) is strongly positive throughout this burning phase and proceeds in a convective core (see Figs. 4 to 10) .
We observe from Table 3 (entry 10) that the lifetime of core oxygen burning generally decreases monotonically with stellar mass. Higher mass stars typically burn at higher central temperatures for which the 16 O + 16 O reaction is faster. This also explains the difference in lifetimes of core oxygen burning in 25K and 25N. We see from Table 3 that the former model has a longer core oxygen burning lifetime. This is because it evolves at lower central temperature during the early phase of core oxygen burning (see Fig. 13a ). Again, we trace back the effect of different rates for 12 C(α,γ) 16 O in these cases.
After core oxygen burning, our models typically show a brief shell neon burning phase followed by a shell oxygen phase. Both of these shells are relatively narrow in extent. Our calculations were not carried beyond shell oxygen-burning.
Finally, we show in Fig. 14 the density and temperature profiles inside our stars as far as we have evolved them, mainly beyond core oxygen burning. The jumps in density seen in Fig. 14a indicate clearly the different cores of the star, where the main fuel of a burning phase is exhausted. Our Fig. 14a is rather similar to 
COMPARISON WITH OTHER INVESTIGATIONS
It is worthwhile to compare our results with those obtained by other groups with the aim to find out where a close agreement can be achieved and under which physical conditions. This will help in understanding the complex nature of the advanced burning phases of massive stars and the role of key physical assumptions in the stellar models. Such a comparison, which we present in Tables 5 and 6 , is laborious owing to the many parameters involved. Nevertheless, it allows us to consider in detail the three important parameters we have investigated: mass loss, treatment of convection in layers of varying µ-gradient, and the rate of 12 C(α,γ) 16 O.
The mass fraction of 12 C left over at the end of core helium burning depends on the 12 C(α,γ)
16 O rate and the treatment of the convection. When comparing our results to those obtained by Limongi et al. (2000) (hereafter LSC) in Table 5 & 6, we note that they have evolved their stars at constant mass, used the rate of Caughlan et al. (1985) (hereafter CFHZ85) for 12 C(α,γ) 16 O, and treated convection on the basis of the Schwarzschild criterion.
For the 15 M ⊙ star, Table 5 shows that our results are generally in reasonable agreement with theirs where both models apply the same criterion for convection. There is a difference in the central mass fraction of carbon X( 12 C) in Table 5 & 6) left over at the end of core helium burning: 0.285 in our case compared to 0.195 according to LSC. The reason for our higher values is due to the lower rate of 12 C(α,γ) 16 O we have used (NACRE's compilation, see Fig. 1 ). The higher value of X( 12 C) in our case is also responsible for the difference in the lifetime of core C-burning and to the higher mass of the convective core we find. Also the difference in the location and extension of the C-burning shell in our case is also attributable to the higher value of X( 12 C) which determines the carbon profile in the region of the C-shell. A close agreement is found for the Ne-burning phase. For the core O-burning we find a slightly longer lifetime for our 15 M ⊙ sequence.
Our comparison with the results of WHW in Table 5 Buchmann (1996) but multiplied by a factor of 1.2 in their calculations. In Fig. 1 , we see that this is comparable to the rate due to Kunz et al. (2002) , which is lower than the NACRE rate we have used in the 15 M ⊙ star for T 9 < 0.4. WHW also use a relatively large semiconvective diffusion coefficient implying overshooting, semiconvection, and rotation-induced mixing. Therefore, we think that the relatively low value X( 12 C) = 0.219 obtained by WHW for the 15 M ⊙ at the end of core He-burning is due to the combined effect of both the 12 C(α,γ) 16 O and the treatment of convection. We may also relate the differences for the location and extent of the C-burning shell compared with WHW to the low value of X( 12 C) in their model. This also explains the differences during core Ne-burning. Close agreement is found for the core O-burning.
In the case of the 25 M ⊙ sequence, our comparison is presented in Table 6 including four of our sequences (25K, 25N, 25NM, 25L). In this case, mass loss by stellar wind is much higher than in the case of the 15 M ⊙ sequence, as may be seen in the second column of Table  3 . Our comparison with the results by LSC will be done with 25NM, which, like the LSC model, was evolved at constant mass. On the other hand, our sequence 25N evolved with the same input physics but included mass loss should reveal the effect of that parameter on the evolution.
We find close agreement between our sequence 25NM and that by LSC during the Hburning and He-burning phases. A slight difference is found for the mass of the helium core and the depth of the convective envelope. The quantities listed in Table 6 for core He-burning are in good agreement with those by LSC, including the X( 12 C). As expected, the differences are more significant when we compare with our sequence with mass loss (25N) . Significantly, the value of X( 12 C) = 0.193 in 25NM is lower than 0.236 in 25N. The reason for this is that, toward the end of core He-burning, or, more precisely, when X( 4 He) ≤ 0.10, the star has evolved to the red giant branch where mass loss increases significantly, as seen in Fig. 15) . As a consequence, the star evolves at lower central temperature because it is now a lower mass star. The net result is the high value of X( 12 C) mentioned above. Imbriani et al. (2001) have studied the influence of different rates of 12 C(α,γ) 16 O reaction in massive stars. They used the rate of CF88 and that of CFHZ85, which is higher by a factor of ≃2.7. The CF88 rate led to a central mass fraction of carbon X( 12 C) = 0.424 at the end of core He-burning, while the second rate led to X( 12 C) = 0.20. As we have seen, however, when we compare our results for our sequence 25NM with those of LSC, we find close agreement in X( 12 C) (0.19 in our case to 0.18 in their case). The slight difference is mainly due to the fact that the rate of CFHZ85 for 12 C(α,γ) 16 O used by LSC is about a factor of 1.4× larger than the NACRE rate we have used in 25NM.
We obtain a longer lifetime for the carbon core phase in 25NM than in LSC's 25 M ⊙ model because in 25NM it occurs partly in a convective core of 0.23 M ⊙ , which is not present in the case of LSC. During core carbon burning phase, it is known that the neutrino energy losses influences significantly the evolution of the central temperature and density of massive stars. Perhaps the difference in the neutrino loss prescription is partly the cause of the difference in the carbon core evolution. Our neutrino energy losses due to pair, photo, plasma, bremsstrahlung, and recombination processes are taken from the analytical approximation of Itoh et al. (1996) . LSC adopted the photo, pair, and plasma neutrino energy losses of Munakata et al. (1985) and Munakata et al. (1986) , while their bremsstrahlung neutrino energy loss is taken following Dicus et al. (1976) and Richardson et al. (1982) and their recombination neutrino energy loss follows the prescription of Beaudet et al. (1967) . Another contributing factor is the larger value of X( 12 C) at the end of core helium burning in 25NM than of LSC's 25 M ⊙ model which is due to the smaller rate for 12 C(α, γ) 16 O used in 25NM. The presence of a convective core in our case influences strongly the characteristics of the ensuing shell carbon-burning. In the case of 25NM, our first convective carbon-burning shell is located deeper in the star as compared with LSC (see Table 6 ). The reason is that the presence of a convective core in our case leads to to the formation of a steep carbon gradient near to its edge, such that the high carbon abundances drives convection. Note that we have close agreement with LSC concerning the locations of the convective carbon-burning shell in the case of the 15 M ⊙ star where a convective core is found in both calculations.
Among our 25 M ⊙ models, it is most useful to compare 25K to the 25 M ⊙ model of WHW. This is because WHW include mass loss and because we have used the rate for 12 C(α,γ)
16 O for this sequence that is closest to the rate used by WHW (based on Buchmann's compilation as mentioned above) in the temperature range of core helium burning (see Fig. 1 ).
The remarkable differences are: the lifetime of core H-burning and the mass of the He-core are larger in WHW's sequence. The first indicates a certain degree of overshooting in the prescription of convection and the second is due to semiconvection being used in the region of the H-burning shell. In §3.1, we have described this issue and found close agreement between the calculations by WHW and our results for the sequence 25L. We recall that in this sequence the inhibiting effect of the µ-gradient on convection was taken into account in the region of H-burning shell.
We emphasize that the convective He-burning shell in our sequence 25L (see Fig. 8 ) has a similar location to that in the calculations of WHW for their 25 M ⊙ star. Compared to our sequence 25K, this zone is shifted by 0.8 M ⊙ outward. This is a consequence of the larger convective core during helium burning. We note that we still have a higher value of X( 12 C) at the end of core helium burning than obtained by WHW for similar reasons as explained in the case of the 15 M ⊙ above.
During the core C-burning, our calculations show that a convective core is formed with maximum mass that increases with increasing value of X( 12 C). There is no convective core formed in the calculations by WHW, and this explains the shorter lifetime of C-burning they have obtained as compared with ours. Whether a convective core is formed or not during core C-burning is crucially dependent on the balance between the nuclear energy generation rate and the neutrino loss rate. It is clear that the former is very sensitive to the value of X( 12 C) retained at the end of core He-burning. The manner in which core C-burning proceeds will of course determine how carbon-shell burning proceeds later. This explains the different locations and extension of the C-burning shell in our calculations. Indeed, if we go back to the 15 M ⊙ sequence in Table 5 and compare our results for the C-shell burning, we find reasonable agreement with others, because all the calculations presented in Table 5 have a convective core during core C-burning. The fact that the more massive star such as 25 M ⊙ which has higher values of temperature and density, and lower degeneracy than the 15 M ⊙ star make the effect of neutrino energy losses more pronounce. Therefore, the different prescription of the neutrino energy losses makes the carbon core evolution differences of the 25 M ⊙ models more evident.
The existence or absence of a convective core during core C-burning will also influence the properties of the Ne-burning phase. It is interesting that the oxygen-burning phase is more robust, such that a reasonable agreement is achieved among different calculations as seen in Table 5 and 6. This is likely due to the dominance of the nuclear energy production over the neutrino losses during the core O-burning phase.
Summing up this discussion, it is clear that the evolution of massive stars through the advanced burning phases (core C-burning and beyond) is quite sensitive to the earlier evolution. This, in turn, means that the nature of the burning in the models in the advanced phases depends strongly on the the effects of mass loss, on the treatment of convection in inhomogeneous stellar layers, and on the central carbon mass fraction retained at the end of core He-burning.
CONCLUSIONS
In this work, we have evolved models of stars of mass 15 -30 M ⊙ through most of their burning phases. We have analyzed the effects of three important physical ingredients on the structures of the stellar models, viz., mass loss by stellar wind, the recently suggested rates for the 12 C(α,γ) 16 O reaction, and the treatment of convection in inhomogeneous stellar layers on the basis of the Ledoux criterion in contrast to the Schwarzschild criterion. We summarize the main results as follows:
• Mass loss has a strong effect on stellar evolution through advanced phases. The larger the star is initially, the more mass loss will decrease the stellar mass. Then the star, having lower mass, will evolve at lower central temperatures and densities, such that less carbon would be destroyed by 12 C(α,γ) 16 O during core He burning. On the other hand, Figs. 3 and 15 show that mass loss increases strongly when the star reaches the red giant branch (RGB).
• Our discussion of the sequence 25L in §3.1 has emphasized that mass loss depends sensitively on the behavior of the hydrogen-burning shell during core He-burning. When convection is inhibited in the hydrogen shell region by including the chocking effecdt of the µ-gradient, then the star evolves directly to the RGB, such that it looses more mass. The effect of this convection treatment was also that the helium burning shell and the hydrogen-burning shell migrate outward in mass and burn at relatively lower temperatures.
• Our evolutionary sequences 25K, 25N, and 25NM indicate that the central mass fraction of carbon, X( 12 C) left after core helium burning determines the physical characteristics of the ensuing core carbon burning and shell carbon burning. The larger X( 12 C) is, the larger is the mass of the convective core during core carbon burning. The formation of such a core in our calculations leads to a steep gradient of carbon at the edge of the core such that shell carbon-burning occurs first in a convective zone located deeper in the star compared to other calculation in which no convective core is formed (see Table 6 ).
• Core Ne-burning is also influenced by the characteristics of the preceding burning phases as described in §3.3.
• Core oxygen burning is found to be less sensitive to the preceding burning phases, because the oxygen central mass fraction at the end of core neon-burning is always high. This leads to the dominance of the nuclear energy production over neutrino energy losses, such that a general agreement is found among different calculations (see Table 5 and 6)
From this work, we see the complex sensitivity of the structure and evolution of massive stars to mass loss, convection, and the 12 C(α, γ) 16 O rate. An exact treatment of these three key ingredients to the models is not yet available; therefore, one must remain aware of their effects on stellar models. This becomes especially important when one considers the resulting nucleosynthesis, as we will do in subsequent work.
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b Rates according to Kunz et al. (2002) .
c This sequence is obtained by adopting the Ledoux criterion for convection in the regions of the H-burning shell (see Chap. 3.1) a We took the second broad convective He-shell obtained by Limongi et al. (2000) which resembles ours.
Fig. 1.-Comparison of the
12 C(α,γ) 16 O reaction rates among different compilations. See text for references. Note that core helium burning occurs in the range T 9 = 0.13 -0.40 for the stars under investigations in this paper (see Table 3 ). Table 1 for more information about these tracks. The Hertzsprung-Russell diagram for the 25 M ⊙ star evolved with different assumptions (b). A significant difference between these tracks is clearly seen. Table 1 for more information). Note that the convective zone above the H-burning shell dies out before the end of core Heburning in contrast to Fig. 9 without mass loss. Table 1 for more information). Table 1 for more information). Table 1 for more information). 
